PUBLISHED in time (I hope) for each F4APA mailing, by O. E. Sasri, YiCa, Flint, wich.

APQOLOSISS & IXCUSDS DEPARTIINT

The good composition rule book says never to begin with excuses and least of
all with apologies, but my failure to have even = "how are you' in the tvo big Faka
mailings since I joined needs my ackrnovledgment at leust., So you may think of the
title of this pub as & sort of apolozy.

Also the foregoing varagraph mey be considéred s an apology for the title.
Tith which little merygoround I now launch muself upon the stormy seas of contro-
VEersy.

Chauvenet calls me "the nev member uwith & reputation", but I think he's got a
pretty good memory. For the benefit of the TaPi'ers who never heerd of the guy,
here's a little autobiog.....Rirthdate-place: 1918, Helsinki, Finlend, in the midst
of 2 civil wer., Irmigrant led at the age of 10 with an Znglish vocebulary consist-
ing of tvo words, "yes" and "no", which served to answer every cuestion. (The
next word I learned was & 4-letter Anglo-Saxon one which the boys of Brookly used
a2 great deasl,) Started school in Brooklyn in the first grede and menaged to climb
to fourth in the first year, still flunking everything. o sooner had I learned
to recd Znglish, cfter a fashion, than I discovered science-fiction in the form of
en AIR UOM'DZR STURIES in a Rochester, i'inn., cigar store window, The cover did it,
showved = huge, cigar-shaped airship splitting in two lengihwise and hundreds of
people tumbling from the shorn vitals like flies, Took e while before I could get
my older brother to buy one; after that I got them if I had to beg, borrow or stezsl,
No fan needs to be told how thet is; it's like an addictior to a drug.....linnea-
polis and the SFL -- first contect with fans, after six years of reading and re-
reading every issue of s~ I could lay hands on. Still maintain the old liinneapolis
Fantasy Society (originally SFL) waes the finest bunch of fans ever assembled any-
where, but then, I'm prejudiced, Met lorrie Dollens, then publisher of SCIZR'CE
FICTIOY COLLECTOR, !Met Don "andrei and Carl Jacobi, Got interested in writing;
sold three stories to Tremaine's ASTOUDING while e senior in H.S,, then ipertiz
took hold. "'as gradueted from H,S5. in '37; went one year to trade schooi to learn
to be a toolmaker, No jobs, so joined the CCC. Decided I could work my way taru
college after all, so entered U. of Minn., in '29, Graduated June, 1943, with a
B.M,E, degree, and have since eked out a precarious "2-E" existence at Buick Iiotor
Division of General lMotors,

LIKES: science fiction, math, anc 3 or 4 women., WON-LIKES: Amazing otories,
and highly virtuous, religious, or morel peonle,

That ought to be enough of such stuff, and it'll not be repeated, I promise,
The following comments on the Spring meiling will probably give you fiendish psy-
chologicts a better look into my character than sny self-conscious autobiographg,

COMbENTS U IHS SPRING KaILING
Anyone can see I must be new at this geme, trying to make complete revievs,
God! vhat a job. The meiling as a whole was interesting remding end I think --
even &s I thought back in the old days when I used to read Jolmnie Chapman's FaPA




m2ilings regulerly ~- that the club is the best thing s-f fans ever attempted.
PH.MTASRAPL: "Scrapbock” good -- niore!
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JUT2TO (Vol,3 ¥0,4): o bit diminutive, and helf of it in Tsperento,

WATTIRS OF OPT'ION ;f16: “Temponzutics" contzins 2 riore letters than "time travel"
end is horder to sey, There ere rudiments of sense in Speer's chassification, but
his tolk of "three dimensional time" sound like = little "sleight-of-mind", lie
tekes the femilizr symbols of cartesisn coordinates znd involves them in a hodge-
podge vitheut regord to their accustomed mezning or »urpose., The 3-exis system

of coordinetes is much used in methematics heczuse 1t is sn obvious means of
loceting an infinite number of poinss in epace, tnd becruse it cun be used to
represent loci of 3 verisbles. "Veristles" zre symbols in cu equsation; plotting
an ecuation of tuvo vericlhles with e two-dimensioncl sysgtem of coordinaves is =
great help in studying its properties; plotting thres vericblss in & 3-dimension~
al system doesn’t halp much unless'it's a space or volume problem; end plotting
more than three varizbles obviously can't be done, since we cun't visuwlise more
then 3 dimensions. Speer's "system” dossn'ht desl vith furnctions of varisbles,
vith loci, nor with noints in swece, so why go through the mentzl gyimastics of
constructing 3-dimensionsl figures: Besides, I think there are other buses of
clessificotion vhich are ecuzlly importint as his "cdurction”, "subjunctivity" end
"legelity”, and just =s gener:l =~ '"scops” for one (locel, planetery, Solur, intre-
gelactic, or extra~gzlcctic.) There must be others.

SUSTAIVIFS PRUGRALL (Spring 1544): DBreezy ond frink enough. Jood rezding, even
thet thing zbout lav.

STATEIZN T TROE FUTURIANS: Degler and the Cosmic Circle wgein, I've found an ecsy

vey to dispose of the CC stuff and the mzids don't complein, Lay it to ibhley

nronagends, if you will, but I can't see BDegler ns enything but a crackpot, wnd

thit gzood does it do to suy o crackpot 1s sincere?.....¥ou could heve reprinted
he Palmer letter,

AYDIRITZ OF WMWIT (Spring 1944): Tiell, well, my old Zditor! with =11 due awe and
regpect 1 scanned this pub very thoroughly, but couldn't find enything th:it vent
egainet the grein, tho LENM's "Keflections from Troubled atersg” sawcked of the
soepbox.,.."het else can you say about a musicsl piecs, boys, save that "I do" or
"I don't" like it? 4Any argument like this is bound to follow the political argumen’
pattern, either ending in stony silencs or the participents shooting ewvch other,
Yot that I didn't enjoy reading about it!l....'"M.e Gotite Heng Sowebody" -~ only &
moron could like this, «nd T puess thet proves T'm a moron. TI've had a teste for
thie low humor ever sirnce ve used to sit at SFL meetings and laugh our bellies
sick ovey similar stuff writien by Chzpman, Plslkely, Penson, and others....Some
dey 1'11 wrint Jolmnie Chepnan's "Tom Suift and His Doeseverythingemcbob” in a
FaPa meg,

BLITHTRINGS ,f: “Rocket Port' by Gerdner is o zem; the noise :ngle I hive never
before seen mentioned, :nd it never occurred to me thit rocksts voulé be so noisy.
Aind they most certzinly vould be,,...I don't like your ubbreviated spelling. Other
fens have come out with outlendish spellings, trying to sound futuristic or pur=~

portivg to simplify the Tnglish lanzuage, but few zdopt logical systems of dele-
tion., As one vtho hed to learn it preity fest, I'11l admit the written Tnglish
lenguege is o mess, cnd correct spelling is a joke seve thet it's the only way of

ettoining uniformity., Put abbreviation won't solve its fundamental difficulty -~
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the fact that the "sound" of z letter in & word follows no logical rules, and
correct spelling hes to be drummed into our shool kids when they could be learning
better things., (In Fialeand, as in meny other countries, spelling is not taught in
schools, I finished two grades back in the old country, but still find no trouble
in spelling Finnish.)} ©Bnglish may be cnd will be improved by eliminating o lot of
the useless letters out of words, but indiscriminate amvmutation of words by indi-
vicduals simplifies nothing.....I'm just taking this gportunity to air a pet peeve.
Enjoyed Blitherings e lot and wish I could have read it without being annoyed by
the abbrwms,....Incidentally, ever try writing English using the phonetic spelling,
the one which occurs in parenthesis in Dictionaries to aid in prorounciation? The
results look very futuristic,

PHANNY: I never thought one fun could but out ten pages entirely on his own and
have every word mcke sense, but here it is] 4s fzr as I'm concerned, this was the
best one-man job in the whole muiling,

HORIZOMS :718: 1've been doing & little rereuding of the old ‘'golden age" issues
myself, and would advise you to try it snyway, Herry, sven if you fear disillusion-
ment, You'd find & lot of the old clussics still seem pretty good to you. Try
Breuer's "Paradise and Iron®, “wllace ‘Jest's "The Phantom Dictator", Binder's
"Robot aliens", Campbell's "Invaders from the Infinite", Harris' "The lian from
Beyond", Hilliard's "Star DeatR" stories, Fruncis flagg's "Cities of Ardathia" --
I could list many others thut didn’'t diseppoint me in the lezst when I recd them
recently, and my opinion of them in the old days was supercolossal, The only
disappointment is the realigzation thet few of these stories could find their vey
into the modern science fiction magazines. Don't reread eny of Fearn's stuff if
you liked it in the first place; leave well-enough alone, "Hathematicz" gagged me
and once I thought it was a pretty good story.....Hooray for the kick against
Foreign vords users, end very sensibly put, too....."Decade" -~ vell, somebody's
telking about science fiction et last! This reads somewhet like an essay of mine
I was going to publish for this FAPA mailing, entitled "The Tremaine Zra", vhich
turned out to be just another of those nostalgic things better left unseen, I
hope Harry isn't right when he says aSTOWDING may not be with us much longer, but
one who's lived == and just barely ~- through most of the vacillations of the s~f
fortunes ean 't be too sure of the permenence of anything, I remember well vhen the
Clayton ASTOUR'DING died a lingering death and when the old Gernsback WOYDER wheezed
its last; things like that leave scars, If ALTOUMDING PASCES I'll commit hara-
kiri in the blazing ruins of my s~-f collection,

FAIUTASICONGLOETR.TION: Cover, a classic¢, I shkall frame it and put it on the wall
but am afreid it'll frighten the meids,

XEMON o1 Mifty getup for a newcomer -- much better then the mess I'm efraid this
is going to be. Contents vere a little mesger, but I know how he feels,

FLECTING MOMENTS: Poetry usually leaves me flat, but no objections, as others
like it and will no doubt judge its merits,

LIGHT (Spring 1944): “orry no more about the Ashley atrocity, Les =~ Al vouldn't
turn a poor sick dog from his door. I was at that "Michiconference" {which it
really wesn't, you see) and know thet no fan present could accuse Al of lacking
generosity and hospitality, I think Degler must have seen the piles of furniture
to be moved and figured it was time for the Cosmic Circle to roam,

YHOS: 4n attractive magazine, with straight mergins 'n everything., Commentary
on the systems of human thought wes very interesting. I would put mathematics at
the head of the list instead of in second place, for these reasons: rigor is the
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keynote of all the systems, end mathomaticians are the first and foremost zposiles
of rigor. Scientists are wnever happier than when supplied with methematical proof
for their hypotheses, Rkogicions look with envy on the wonderful results obicin-
zble by mathematical methods, znd use them to z grezt extent, though the vast gene-
rality of subjects mekes rigor something to be aimed at rather then attzined., (.y
main objection to formal logic is that students come from college logic courses full
of smooth, plump, round words, steeped in symbols and fancy classificetions, and
unable to conly one iota of it to their other studies,) Semantics, the science of
meanings, has left me pretty well alone, but it sounds like a good thing. lLaybe
some dey tio people in hested zrgument can stick to the same subjeet for o few
minutes. Creative imsginction is zn elusive tihing, and I've never heard it
referred to as a cystem of thought, which I suppose it is, In the scientific field
it would be the ability to see tlie true signifiicance of obssrved data, to siep
beyond the tried and true pzths and push the frontier just « little farther ahesd,
or to come zlong, like & miniature teviton, to telescope soue confusing conglomerec-
tion of happenings into & bezutiful little princinle -- end the best wen for this
kind of vork ie one who has the mathemzticei method so firmly ingrained in his mind
that his brain sutomaticolly rejects the multitudes of faulty ideas that somehow
come with sach good one,....snd mothenatic-l method, like tny lofty structure,
depends simply on o solid foundition; from ths oldest mothematicszl system, the
system of positive integers, to groups, transiormstions, fields, rings end doo-
hickies, the first thing doune is to decfine the domain, state the rules, and prove
the theorems.....And so on. Latsly alwmost anyihing I write sooner or later becomes
zn essay on nmathematics.....The rest of YHUS wue very rezdsbls, Geens to me I
remember Art Vidner's name from 'way bzck in the Clayton ASTOUMLING'S "Keuder's
Corner” but muy be mistaken.

BROWSING: Glad to see that some of the boys in Znglznd still keep going. How do
they do it°?

SARDOMYX: "Fzpafile" is one of the best items in the whole mailing., Chwuvenet is
a2 fluent writer,

ValT'S VRALBLI'GS: Pirst recd this on the trzin from Battle Creek,...lielt's &
lovable cuss, on paper end in person, ond I kvow HI'LL take that two ways,

A T&Lm OF THE ZVAMS: "Hunches" =-- no vonder Zvans likes to pley Blackjack. liight
add that & similar "hunch" sense works for me in poker (the Batile Creek Roys
must know sbout that by know, huh hyuh hyuh), OCLiff Simck hed some interesting
ideas on hunches when he vias discussing & story of his with the LIFS -- don't know
if these ideas viere so apparent in the story, published in ASF,.,.The Jl' Foo
surprises ne by being almost precise in his eccount of the Tvans, Ashley, Scari
ergumsnt on whether or not there is such a thing as imegination. That isn't
¢ricket in reporting on an argument, y'know; you're supposed to distort facts a
little to favor your way. It ues & swell argument, really ~- somehow we differsd
on whather or not "imagination" crected sowmething entirely nevw, or was alucys
juet = new interpretation deduced from old expserience. The examples of imagina-
tion which were pointed out seemed to me to be simply logicel deduciion from
obvious or observukle fzcts -~ Evens' winged horse, for instence, 1ie said thet
no men hed (probably) ever scen & winged horse, therefore the concept of w winged
horse is entirely new. But look ct it this vay: I, A horse is an wnimel,

II. It is possible for animals to fly, viz the bird and the bect., TIII. There-
fore, barring other evidence to the contrcry, it is possiblis for the horse to
fly, 'The possibility immediately suggests the fect. Zvery case of imcgination

T can think of off hund -- science~fictionzl or otherwise -- is an extrapolidion
of this sort., Now, the fello. vho first thought up that syllogistic paltern of
argunent reclly cooked up something; maybe he had imaginstion, But it's a rarer
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quality by fer than is commonly suprpocsed. The fellow who wrote the story "Fifty
Million Monkeys" in a receat ASTOUNDING had a good line on this subject with his
"randomness” theories; meybe our brains are simply "randomness uachines" which
shuf{le and reshuffle old idecs in order to get nev combinations,

O GARDE:; Cover 'legant. Al's account of the ashley Atrocity appesrs ample =--
dovn with Degler!....Very rezdrble mineo job, cpnarently haste cdoesn't wmeke vaste,

MILTY'S LAG: 4 math fiend at last! “hy didn't you dwell at greater length on
tensors? I have a2 vague idea of what they cre, bul have never risen fur enough

up the tower of meathematicel analysis to tacke anything es new s that, Tney don't
teach Hechanicil Engineers a helluva lot of math anywey -- I had quits a struggle
to get in as much as I did of differential equations and edvernced calculus. 5o
discouraging to be batting your brains out on something they develepsd bvefore the
American revolution.....Any TAPA member vho has eny pet geometries or trick prob-
lems is hereby notified of an enthuciastic audience of at least one -- me,

FAN-DANMGO: I had a heck of & time trying to find out who put this out....This
talk of fandom's meladjustments has soue basis in fect, But don't you find smug,
properly adjusted extroverts almost intolerable at times? Usually their idea of
what is fine in life is to get ‘'shead” by putting on ¢« good front end getting to
know a maximum number of big shots =« correct, of course, but repulsive just the
same., Give me & good introvert cnytime,

FAM=T0DS: "VYesterday's 10,00C yezrs" could have stood a couple pages more....
this vas another well-written well-mimeo'd mag in which I can't find much to argue
about,

BEYND: Mice maz, « little too poetic for me,

NUCLEUS: This talk of what constitutes & fan is becoming interesting =~ it's =z
subject which seems to cowe up violently every tihree or four years, like the grass-
hoopers, I think there are exceptions to both vour wnd Laney's sets of criteriz.
True, some becone "fons" overnight and "rush avidly into mctivity”, blat out the
essence of themselves in volumes of fanzines, then light out vhen the novelty
passes or the controversies becomse too severe. Put vwhat ebout fellows like Jack
"iedenbeck znd Al Ashley, who suckled on EXFZRIMANTERS and pre-findom AlLAZINGS,
who stuck through all the fat and lean years cnd are still sticking? A fellow
vith the true science fiction temperzment cen be perfectly normal in other ways,
and doesn't alweys "begin with & wild exuberance in all things stfal,.." ind end
with "a grester or lesser indifference to the entire vorld of s~f. Let's consi-
der 15 or 20 yesrs the acid test, eh?

SAPPHO: Rezutiful cover,

Since I've used these reviews to air some of ny pet notions, there won't
be eny "full length articles" in this issue.

4 PLUG FUR OUR SPUNGUR: L1 “lu4' 4 hley, who has generously contril-
Ewt d miméoor~nh1n5 facilities To mwﬁe this publlC&ULOR‘DOS 1ble

(cua b e et b him; het, 8lly a good guy) * 5t te be Valt
E oldGnL of Faka, Chumon, 1ellas; ne'll take it out on i1is cringing

subjects at Slanshack il he doesn't win..... uwy gratitude to Jack
iedenbeclk for the cartoon on the back cover; otherwise 1'd have had
to (uit tihat poker geme and write souetiing.
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"Poor old AA-184) His
naster came home drunl:
the other night and told
him to 'go =quare a
circlell”




